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offensive before Amiens. Four hundred and thirty machines
led the British advance, which was covered by the fi're of 2,000
guns, and within a few hours the German line which, though
iil-fortified, was strongly held by reputedly good troops, was
ruptured on a front of thirteen miles, and its defenders were in full
flight, followed by our light tanks and cavalry. It was a ereat
and crushing victory—so swift and far-reaching; in its results
that it even broke the resolution of the German High Com-
mand, which suddenly had revealed to it, as by a lightning flash,
the beginning of the inevitable end. By the time a new line
of defence had been patched together on the western edge of
the old Somme battlefield of 1916, the Allies had advanced to
a depth of some ten miles east from their starting lines, had
taken 17,000 prisoners, 373 guns and much other booty, had
freed the important city of Amiens entirely from the enemy's
proximity, and had rendered possible the" start of the great
Allied offensive all along the line, from which Foch justifiably
expected the ultimate victory. It was Haig, however, who
persuaded him that that general offensive coufd most profitably
take the form rather of a succession of swift and sudden limited
thrusts at various points than heavier attacks, too lone sustained
and too costly for profit, and he exemplified the advantages of
this policy by breaking off the Amiens battle on August I2th
and staging a new attack on the Third Army front to the north
of it nine days later.
This battle again lasted only for five days—days of stubborn
fighting which gave us Bapaume and the whole of the war-
scarred territory south and w.est of it which we had fought so
hard and so long to win in the autumn of 1916, only to lose it
again in the spring of 1918. Before the conclusion of this
so-called battle of Bapaume, the Fourth Army was ready to
chime in once more ; it forced the line of the upper Somme
below Peronne, the Australian Corps, which had long since
made a great name for itself as a crack formation, as had the
Canadians also, performing a great feat of arms in the storming
of the heights north of that town. By September 2nd all the
German forces in front of the Third and Fourth Armies were
in full retreat to the shelter of the Hindenburg Line, from which
their great spring offensive had started, having suffered severe
defeat and equally severe losses. The effects of this reverse
were felt far afield, for in order to save troops and replenish
its depleted reserves, the German High Command had to
order the evacuation of all the ground in the Lys valley that
had been won during the course of the prolonged April fighting,
and by the first week in September our First and Fifth Armies
were back in their former trenches there. The French, too,

